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uneasy indeed; I think, I may say, tliat for the
next fortnight I was near to distracted: it was my
particular difficulty, that I did not know directly
where he was; for I understood at first he was in
the lodgings of his wife's mother; but having re-
moved myself to London, I soon found, by the help
of the direction I had for writing my letters to him,
how to inquire after him, and there I found that he
was at a house in Bloomsbury, whither he had re-
moved his whole family; and that his wife, and
wire's mother were in the same house, though the
wife was not suffered to know that she was in the
same house with her husband.

Here I also soon understood that he was at the
last extremity, which made me almost at the last
extremity too, to have a true account: one night I
had the curiosity to disguise myself like a servant
maid, in a round cap and straw hat, and went to the
door, as sent by a lady of his neighbourhood, where
he lived before, and giving master and mistress's

service, I said I was sent to know how Mr.---------

did, and how he had rested that night: in delivering
this message I got the opportunity I desired, for
speaking with one of the maids, I held a long
gossip's tale with her, and had all the particulars
of his illness, which I found was a pleurisy, attended
with a cough and fever; she told me also who was
in the house, and how his wife was, who, by her
relation, they were in some hopes might recover
her understanding; but as to the gentleman him-
self, the doctors said there was yery little hopes
of him, that in the morning they thought he had
been dying, and that he was but little better then,
for they did not expect that he could live over the
next night.

This was heavy news for me, and I began now
to see an end of my prosperity, and to see that it